
Utah National Parks



There are 5 national parks in Utah

• Arches National Park
• Bryce National Park
• Canyonlands National Park
• Capital Reef National Park
• Zion National Park



Arches National Park

Located in Moab, UT Arches National Park has over 2,000 natural sandstone arches.



Bryce Canyon National Park

Bryce Canyon National Park has the largest concentration of hoodoos found anywhere on Earth. 

Hoodoos are irregular formations 
of rock columns. 



Canyonlands National Park

Canyonlands National Park’s dramatic landscape was carved out by the Colorado River. 



Capital Reef National Park

Capital Reef National Park is home to towering domes, arches, fruit orchards, and also has ancient petroglyphs -which are
engraved etchings onto rock walls.



Zion National Park

Located in the southwest corner of Utah near the Arizona and Nevada border, Zion National Park was the 1st

National Park in Utah. 



Landforms of Utah’s National Parks

• Mountains
• Plateaus
• Buttes
• Canyons

Landforms are created by plate tectonics, 
weathering, erosion, and deposition.



Animals of Utah’s National Parks



Who helps the National Parks run smoothly?
A park ranger is a person entrusted with protecting and 
preserving national, state, and local parks. 



Petroglyphs

• Petroglyphs are rock carvings made by “pecking” 
directly on the rock surface using a stone chisel 
and a hammerstone. When the desert varnish (or 
patina) on the surface of the rock was chipped off, 
the lighter rock underneath was exposed, creating 
the petroglyph.

• Some Petroglyphs in Utah are thought to be about 
2,000 years old.

• Ancient people used them as a way to
communicate to others.  They were important 
symbols of their culture and religion. They were 
used to teach, warn, or retell important messages.

• Some petroglyphs have meanings that are only 
known to the individuals who made them. While 
the meaning may not be known, they are to be 
respected and considered important to both past 
and present cultures.


