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Introduction

Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts 
Learning Program
Beverley Taylor Sorenson (1924–2013) was a tireless champion 
for the arts. The arts were an integral part of Beverley’s 
education, and she also observed how using the arts enabled 
her children and grandchildren to more easily learn concepts of 
other subjects. She envisioned the impact that arts-integrated 
education could have on all Utah children. In 1995, she began 
developing an integrated arts teaching model, collaborating with 
arts education professionals, state organizations, and higher 
education institutions throughout Utah. 

In 2008, the Utah State Legislature adopted the program and 
named it the Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts Learning Program 
(BTS Arts) in her honor. Today, BTS Arts combines funding 
from the Utah Legislature with monies donated by philanthropic 
sources. The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) awards 
funds, monitors compliance, and implements BTS Arts by 
collaborating with Utah’s superintendents, endowed universities, 
school administrators, and fine arts educators. 

The BTS Arts program is a public-private partnership between 
USBE and Art Works for Kids, a Sorenson family foundation, that 
provides support for arts-integrated education in 460 elementary 
schools throughout Utah. Local education agencies (LEAs) are 
given grants which help to pay for licensed educators who are 
qualified experts in one of four art disciplines: visual arts, music, 
dance, or drama. BTS Arts educators work alongside grade-level 
classroom teachers to develop and deliver lesson plans that 
integrate the arts with other core subjects, such as language arts, 
science, social studies, and math. 

In 2025-26, BTS Arts provided arts-integrated instruction to 
two-thirds of Utah’s K-6 students in publicly-funded schools. 
Research by the University of Utah’s Educational Policy Research 
Center shows BTS Arts students perform better in every subject, 
including language arts, social studies, math, and science.

This Report
The 2025–2026 school year marks a meaningful chapter for 
BTS Arts as we continue to build on the strength and support 
of communities across every corner of Utah. We begin by 
expressing our sincere gratitude to the educators, administrators, 
partners, and advocates whose engagement, feedback, and 
thoughtful dialogue continue to strengthen this work. We are 
especially appreciative of those who have shared ideas and 
recommendations for growth. Because of this collective effort, 
BTS Arts funding remained intact, allowing us to sustain progress 
and build toward an even stronger future for arts education in our 
state.

This Annual Report highlights key stakeholder insights from 
the 2025–2026 school year. We share findings from the annual 
Assurances Survey of BTS Arts educators and principals 
to elevate their perspectives and inform ongoing program 
improvements. We also share some of the key program 
improvements in the section following the Survey findings.

BTS ARTS MISSION

To provide every Utah 
public elementary school 
student high-quality 
arts learning and arts 
integration experiences.

BTS ARTS 2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT4
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BTS Arts 2025-2026 Reach

Eligibility
All publicly funded schools serving K-6 
student populations in the state of Utah 
are eligible for the BTS Arts program.

223,272 
students reached

67% 
of eligible students

406 
district schools served

72% 
of eligible  
district schools

54 
charter schools served

48% 
of eligible  
charter schools

District Name
Number of BTS 
Arts Schools

Total Eligible 
Schools Reach %

Potential 
Reach %

Alpine 51 63 81% 19%
Beaver 3 3 100% 0%
Box Elder 3 13 23% 77%
Cache 17 17 100% 0%
Canyons 26 29 90% 10%
Carbon 0 6 0% 100%
Daggett 0 2 0% 100%
Davis 16 63 25% 75%
Duchesne 9 9 100% 0%
Emery 5 6 83% 17%
Garfield 3 5 60% 40%
Grand 1 1 100% 0%
Granite 55 55 100% 0%
Iron 7 10 70% 30%
Jordan 42 44 95% 5%
Juab 3 3 100% 0%
Kane 2 3 67% 33%
Logan 2 6 33% 67%
Millard 4 5 80% 20%
Morgan 3 3 100% 0%
Murray 7 7 100% 0%
Nebo 30 31 97% 3%
North Sanpete 5 5 100% 0%
North Summit 1 1 100% 0%
Ogden 10 10 100% 0%
Park City 1 4 25% 75%
Piute 2 3 67% 33%
Provo 10 14 71% 29%
Rich 0 2 0% 100%
Salt Lake City 24 24 100% 0%
San Juan 0 6 0% 100%
Sevier 5 5 100% 0%
South Sanpete 3 3 100% 0%
South Summit 2 3 67% 33%
Tintic 1 1 100% 0%
Tooele 6 18 33% 67%
Uintah 7 8 88% 12%
Wasatch 5 6 83% 17%
Washington 23 28 82% 18%
Wayne 1 2 50% 50%
Weber 11 32 34% 66%
TOTAL 406 559 71% 29%

Percentage of eligible students being served in each district by the BTS Arts program

0-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100%
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Annual Assurances Survey Findings

Each year, BTS Arts conducts an annual Assurances Survey, 
asking BTS Arts educators and principals to reflect on the 
impact and quality of the program at their schools. Survey 
findings inform BTS Arts administrators, positioning them to 
more effectively serve students, educators, administrators, and 
communities.

Methodology
The 2025-26 BTS Arts Assurances Survey was disseminated 
online to 451 principals and 352 educators. The survey asked 
principals and arts educators to individually answer questions 
specific to their role. The 30-minute survey opened in March and 
educators and principals were given over six weeks to individually 
complete a survey for each of their schools. All BTS Arts grant 
recipients are required to complete the survey. 

Survey Topics:
• Art forms

• Arts integration

• Classrooms

• Collaboration

• Demographics

• Equipment, materials, and supplies

• Events

• Impact stories

• Licensure and endorsements

• Professional development

• Scheduling

• Storage space

• Student access and outcomes

• Tenure

Results
The 2025-2026 survey received positive feedback and a 
nearly 100-percent response rate from BTS Arts educators 
and principals. This year’s data represents input from all 451 
principals who received the survey as well as 351 of 352 
educators participating in BTS Arts.

Analysis of the survey is categorized into five programmatic 
outcome areas: student outcomes, school outcomes, 
implementation outcomes, professional development outcomes, 
and program quality outcomes. 

On the whole, the survey data shows very positive results. 
Educators and principals agree that BTS Arts: 

• Improves students’ academic performance, arts competency,
social and emotional intelligence, attendance, and behavior

• Enhances school environments, teacher working
relationships, and connections between the school, home,
and community

• Effectively integrates arts standards with other Utah state
core curricula

• Provides professional development opportunities that are
accessible, relevant, and useful

BTS ARTS 2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT8
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BTS Arts 2025-2026 Highlights

Student Outcomes
Principals Educators

91% 88% somewhat agree or strongly agree: collaboration between BTS Arts
educators and classroom teachers improves student learning.

88% 95% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts increased student mastery
of the Utah Fine Arts Standards.

85% 97% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts increases students’ social
and emotional growth.

75% 91% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts improves literacy and
numeracy skills in students.

66% 81% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts has a positive impact on
student behavior.

62% 70% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts improves student
attendance.

School Outcomes
Principals Educators

92% 95% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts has a positive impact on
this school’s culture.

87% 86% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts creates opportunities for
parents and guardians to engage with school activities and events.

83% 77% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts has a positive impact on
parent and guardian engagement at this school.

Implementation Outcomes
Principals Educators

83% 96%
somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts instruction that
integrates the arts standards with other Utah state core curriculum is 
high quality at my school.

83% 91%
somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts instruction that integrates
the arts standards with other Utah state core curriculum is regular and 
ongoing at my school.

86% 96%
somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts instruction that
integrates the arts standards with other Utah state core curriculum 
is grade-level specific at my school.

Professional Development Outcomes

Educators

98% somewhat agree or strongly agree: I feel confident in my ability to integrate other Utah
state core curriculum into my arts curriculum.

93%
somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts-related professional development
opportunities provide me with the skills needed for successful implementation of 
BTS Arts.

93% somewhat agree or strongly agree: BTS Arts-related professional development
opportunities complement my professional growth.
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Student Outcomes

Survey data from both BTS Arts educators and principals 
demonstrates clear, positive outcomes for students. BTS Arts 
improves student learning, literacy skills, numeracy skills, and 
mastery of Utah Fine Arts Standards. The majority of both 
educators and principals also believed that BTS Arts also has a 
positive impact on student behavior, attendance, and social and 
emotional growth.

Note: percentages may not add up to exactly 100% due to rounding of decimals.

KEY:

I feel that BTS Arts integration instruction improves literacy and numeracy skills in students.

STRONGLY AGREE SOMEWHAT AGREE NEITHER SOMEWHAT DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE

Collaboration between BTS Arts educators and classroom teachers improves student learning.

BTS Arts has a positive impact on student attendance.

BTS Arts increases students’ social and emotional growth in terms of self-awareness, self-management, responsible 
decision-making, relationship skills, and social awareness.

Student Outcomes

EDUCATORS SAY

“Students feel joy and confidence as they experience learning through many different forms of media in art.This way 
they learn to try and not give up on hard projects. We can pique their interest in science and history, literature, and 
writing, and math thinking, and engineering skills as they make connections through integrated arts projects.”

– LORI POMEROY, EDUCATOR (SUNRISE SCHOOL)

Classroom teachers told me that BTS Arts improves student behavior outside of BTS Arts class time.

BTS Arts has a positive impact on student behavior.

PRINCIPALS PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS
PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS
EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS EDUCATORS

Classroom teachers told me that BTS Arts improves student engagement outside of BTS Arts class time.

PRINCIPALS

BTS Arts increased student mastery of the Utah Fine Arts Standards.

34% 15%

16%

27%

21%

24%

38%62%

26%

54%

71%

37%

51%

66%

41% 25%

32%

39%

26%

32%

64%

73%

43%26%

36%

32%

26%

33%

40%

25%

23% 45%

48%

27%

42%

40%

25%

22%

18%10%

35%

12%

3%

29%

9%

8%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1% 9%

3%

6%

8%

3%

9%

4%

6%

2%

2%

3%

1%

2%

1%1%

1%

1%

1%

1%
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School Outcomes

This year’s survey shows that BTS Arts positively impacts 
not only student outcomes, but also outcomes at the school 
level, maintaining a trend from the last two years. The vast 
majority of educators and principals agreed BTS Arts positively 
impacted school culture, working relationships between 
teachers, and parent and guardian engagement.

Note: percentages may not add up to exactly 100% due to rounding of decimals.

Does this school have an arts team supporting BTS Arts? KEY: NO

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

KEY: STRONGLY AGREE SOMEWHAT AGREE NEITHER SOMEWHAT DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE

Collaboration between the BTS Arts educator and classroom teachers builds positive working relationships between teachers.

School Outcomes

EDUCATORS SAY

“The BTS music program has changed the culture of our school. Students not only receive a rich 
filled music experience once a week, but also have integrated emotional/social experiences as well 
as educational support regarding what is being taught in their gen ed classroom. Students receive 
opportunities to participate in extra-curricular dance and music performances for the school and 
the community. The BTS music program has raised the student’s and teacher’s desire to learn and 
participate in all areas.”

– TINA WORKMAN, EDUCATOR (BUTTERFIELD CANYON SCHOOL)

BTS Arts creates opportunities for parents and guardians to engage with school activities and events.

PRINCIPALS

BTS Arts has a positive impact on this school’s culture.

BTS Arts has a positive impact on parent and guardian engagement at this school.

YES

47%

43%

58%

56%

28%

26%

12%

16%

2%

1%

53%

57%

61%

56%

72%

76%

52%

48%

27%

29%

20%

19%

31%

29%

9%

13%

6%

5%

13%

20%

3% 1%

1%

2%

3%

2% 1%

1%



BTS ARTS 2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT16 BTS ARTS 2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT 17

Implementation Outcomes

Implementation outcomes include parts of the BTS Arts program that are 
not regulated by grant compliance requirements, but still impact program 
quality and student outcomes. These include program execution details 
and student access frequency, class interruptions, and the adequacy of 
classroom and storage space. Despite these aspects of the program not 
being closely regulated, 83% of principals and 96% of educators believed 
that their schools had high-quality BTS Arts instruction that integrated arts 
standards with other core curricula.

Note: percentages may not add up to exactly 100% due to rounding of decimals.

KEY: STRONGLY AGREE SOMEWHAT AGREE NEITHER SOMEWHAT DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE

In this school, BTS Arts instruction that integrates the arts standards with other Utah state core curriculum is high quality.

In this school, BTS Arts instruction that integrates the arts standards with other Utah state core curriculum is regular and ongoing.

In this school, BTS Arts instruction that integrates the arts standards with other Utah state core curriculum is grade-level specific.

PRINCIPALS

Implementation Outcomes

PRINCIPALS SAY

“Art integration is a vital part of supporting grade-
level standards.  We have focused on math and 
science the past two years.  The students have been 
able to make connections to classroom content 
with the visual support of art integration.”

– RONNIE MULQUEEN, PRINCIPAL (DRAPER SCHOOL)

Classroom teachers and school administrators regularly schedule conflicting events during BTS Arts program time.

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

Students regularly arrive late to or are pulled out of BTS Arts program time for remediation, punishment, or curriculum make-up.

Which option best describes the location and nature of the BTS Arts educator’s classroom space?

KEY: CLASSROOM, 
MAIN BUILDING

CLASSROOM, 
PORTABLE

NON-TRADITIONAL 
CLASSROOM, MAIN BUILDING

NON-TRADITIONAL 
CLASSROOM, PORTABLE

54%

46%

51%

76%

66%

75%

29%

37%

34%

20%

25%

21%

10%

8%

8%

2%

4%

2%

4%

5%

3%

1%

4%

4%

4%

2%

2%

3%

1%

1%

2%

3%

5%

3%

13%

5%

24%

71%

67%

6%

18%

19%

14%

19%

18%

22%

10%

13%

1%

2%

36%

22%

19%

74%

69%

48%
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Implementation Outcomes

KEY: STRONGLY AGREE SOMEWHAT AGREE NEITHER SOMEWHAT DISAGREE STRONGLY DISAGREE

The space in which the BTS Arts educator teaches meets the basic needs of their BTS Arts art form.

The BTS Arts educator receives adequate school-provided storage space for their materials, supplies, and equipment.

Does the BTS Arts educator(s) have a stable, dedicated space for BTS Arts instruction, 
inclusive of portables and non-traditional spaces not originally designed as classrooms?

PRINCIPALS

KEY: NO

Indicate which option most accurately describes the transition time between classes 
for the BTS Arts educator(s) without classrooms, utilizing carts.

KEY:

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

YES

LESS THAN 5 
MINUTES

5-9 MINUTES 10-14 MINUTES 15+ MINUTES

79%

73%

77%

63%

92%

89%

8%

11%

17%

18%

19%

24% 5% 6% 2%

3%

3% 1%

5% 2%

2%

23%

21%

49%

50%

17%

13%

11%

15%



BTS ARTS 2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT20 BTS ARTS 2025-26 ANNUAL REPORT 21

Professional Development Outcomes

Professional development of educators involved with 
BTS Arts is a high priority for program administrators and 
university partners. This year’s survey data demonstrates 
positive awareness of and broad engagement with BTS Arts 
professional development opportunities. Over 93% of educators 
believed that these professional opportunities provided them 
with the skills needed to implement BTS Arts while also 
complementing their professional growth.

Note: percentages may not add up to exactly 100% due to rounding of decimals.

KEY: YES NO

Have you attended any BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities?

Were you paid through contract time to attend the professional development opportunity(s)?

KEY: STRONGLY AGREE SOMEWHAT AGREE NEITHER SOMEWHAT DISAGREE

BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities fit well within my availability and schedule.

I receive scheduling support from this school to attend BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities.

Professional Development Outcomes

EDUCATORS SAY

“I got the job without prior knowledge of BTS. I feel that the resources and help provided by the group 
is such a blessing and a boon to my stress levels as a teacher. I definitely have used resources and 
training that BTS has offered, specifically a book and lesson I was provided allowing students to 
read together and perform sound effects using musical instruments in tandem with the story. The 
students loved augmenting the story with instrument playing very much, which boosts morale for 
future performances.”

– WESLEY BUCKWALTER, EDUCATOR (BEAVER DISTRICT)

I am aware of the BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities available to me throughout the school year.

BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities provide me with the skills needed for successful implementation of BTS Arts.

BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities complement my professional growth.

I implement skills learned in BTS Arts-related professional development opportunities.

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

STRONGLY DISAGREE

54%

71%

88%

60%

65%

60%

82%

96%

30%

13%

9%

33%

28%

35%

18%

4%

7%

2%

3%

4%

4%

6%

14%

1%

2%

1%

2%

2%

1%

1%
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Professional Development Outcomes

I feel confident in my ability to integrate other Utah state core curriculum into my arts curriculum.

EDUCATORS 78% 20% 2%

Please select from the following list the options that best describe skills you have implemented. (Select all that apply)

74% ARTS DISCIPLINE = 346 Educators

BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT = 184 Educators39%

50% CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT = 231 Educators

68% CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT = 319 Educators

82% LESSON PLANNING = 380 Educators

ORGANIZATION = 182 Educators

TECHNOLOGY = 127 Educators

TIME MANAGEMENT = 123 Educators

STUDENT ASSESSMENT = 148 Educators

39%

32%

27%

26%
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Program Quality Outcomes

Program quality outcomes relate to the requirements 
dictated within BTS Arts grant contracts. These are assessed 
to ensure that the quality of BTS Arts implementation is 
consistent across the state and to enable administrators 
to understand and address program challenges. Although 
program quality outcomes were largely positive this past 
year, there remain opportunities for improvement regarding 
arts integration models utilized and educator involvement 
in scheduling and collaboration with classroom teachers. 
BTS Arts administrators are limited in what they can change 
related to scheduling and collaboration as those decisions 
are typically made by LEA and school administrators, but 
they have provided some best practice resources to support 
teachers in these areas. 

Arts Integration Model
81% of educators and 76% of principals reported that the 
most common BTS Arts teaching models utilized in their 
school were those in which an arts educator teaches arts-
integrated lessons without a classroom teacher present. 
Other preferred models that involve more classroom teacher 
collaboration, including Side-by-Side Planning and Teaching 
and Co-planning and Instructional Support, were reported 
by only 19% of educators and 24% of principals. While these 
percentages reflect improvements from last year, BTS Arts 
can still benefit from increasing the use of preferred models 
in which classroom teachers are participating during arts-
integrated lessons.

BTS Arts Educator Involvement in Scheduling 
and Collaboration
Consistent with last year’s results, this year’s survey showed 
subpar educator involvement in scheduling processes and a 
lack of standardized collaboration with classroom teachers 
at their schools. Forty two percent of educators stated 
that they had limited-to-no-involvement with scheduling at 
their schools, a similar percentage to last year’s. Ideally, 
all BTS Arts educators should have some involvement in 
the scheduling process at their schools to ensure they 
can implement the program effectively within scheduling 
constraints. Relatedly, 78% of educators reported that 
their collaboration time with classroom teachers is not 
standardized by their school, a 5% increase from last year. 
Establishing regular collaboration time with other classroom 
teachers has important positive impacts on the quality and 
sustainability of the program.

Note: percentages may not add up to exactly 100% due to rounding of decimals.

What is the BTS Arts Educator FTE (full-time equivalent) 
allocation for the BTS Arts program?

0.01 - 0.25

0.26 - 0.50

0.51 - 0.75

0.76 - 1.00

What art forms were taught through BTS Arts?

PRINCIPALS

9%

12%

41%

52%

DANCE

MUSIC

DRAMA

EDUCATORS

13%

14%

41%

53%

DANCE

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

VISUAL ARTS

DRAMA

MUSIC

VISUAL ARTS

PRINCIPALS SAY

“The incredible work between the BTS teachers and the 
classroom teachers has ensured that our Arts Night was 
a huge success with lots of student art displayed that 
was linked to grade level State core standards.”

– JOEL MILLER, PRINCIPAL (SILVER LAKE ELEMENTARY)

At the schools that do not offer 100% of students access to BTS Arts, which grades and student populations did not 
receive BTS Arts programming?

PRINCIPALS

23% 27%

13% 11%

6% 10%

10% 6%

19% 11%

19% 13%

19% 15%

KINDERGARTENERS KINDERGARTENERS

3RD GRADERS 3RD GRADERS

4TH GRADERS 4TH GRADERS

1ST GRADERS 1ST GRADERS

2ND GRADERS 2ND GRADERS

EDUCATORS

39% 19%

23% 53%

3% 3%

3% 2%

5TH GRADERS 5TH GRADERS

6TH GRADERS 6TH GRADERS

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
STUDENTS WITH 
SPECIAL NEEDS

ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS

DUAL LANGUAGE IMMERSION STUDENTS DUAL LANGUAGE IMMERSION STUDENTS

7TH-12TH GRADERS 7TH-12TH GRADERS

Program Quality Outcomes

6%

7% 50% 16% 26%

55% 18% 20%
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Program Quality Outcomes

Which BTS Arts model was utilized?

PRINCIPALS

8% SIDE-BY-SIDE PLANNING AND TEACHING

17% CO-PLANNING AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

29% COLLABORATIVE PLANNING ONLY

31% ARTS EDUCATOR ONLY WITH INTEGRATION

7% ARTS EDUCATOR ONLY WITHOUT INTEGRATION

1% VISITING ARTIST

3% IN-CLASS COACHING MODEL

4% OTHER

EDUCATORS

4% SIDE-BY-SIDE PLANNING AND TEACHING

15% CO-PLANNING AND INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT

COLLABORATIVE PLANNING ONLY19%

48% ARTS EDUCATOR ONLY 
WITH INTEGRATION

3% ARTS EDUCATOR ONLY WITHOUT INTEGRATION

0%

2%

9%

VISITING ARTIST

IN-CLASS COACHING MODEL

OTHER

Number of art forms taught in schools

ALL ART FORMS THREE ART FORMS TWO ART FORMS ONE ART FORM

Which most accurately describes students’ access to BTS Arts at this school, this school year?

100% OF STUDENTS HAVE 
ACCESS TO BTS ARTS

90-99% OF STUDENTS HAVE
ACCESS TO BTS ARTS

75-89% OF STUDENTS HAVE
ACCESS TO BTS ARTS

LESS THAN 75% OF STUDENTS 
HAVE ACCESS

2%

Program Quality Outcomes

BTS Arts arts-integrated lessons addressed a core subject through an art form.

ALL OF THE TIME MOST OF THE TIME SOME OF THE TIME NONE OF THE TIME

Was the individual preparation time provided to the BTS Arts educator comparable to classroom teachers, considering the 
demands of preparing for multiple grade levels?

YES NO

Is the BTS Arts educator’s collaboration time with classroom teachers standardized by this school?

YES NO

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

3% 1%9%

20%

87%

30% 50%

3%

1%

93%

19% 47%

83%

39%

22%

33%

17%

61%

78%

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

1% 2%

3% 1% 10% 86%

6% 90%
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Program Quality Outcomes

How was the BTS Arts educator involved in the scheduling process?

MEANINGFUL INVOLVEMENT, I HELPED OUTLINE A DETAILED YEARLY SCHEDULE 
AND THOROUGHLY DISCUSSED THE NEEDS OF THE BTS ARTS PROGRAM

SOME INVOLVEMENT, I MINIMALLY AND ONLY AT A HIGH LEVEL DISCUSSED 
SCHEDULING AND THE NEEDS OF THE BTS ARTS PROGRAM

LIMITED INVOLVEMENT, I BARELY DISCUSSED SCHEDULING 
AND THE NEEDS OF THE BTS ARTS PROGRAM AT ANY LEVEL

NO INVOLVEMENT, I PLAYED NO ROLE IN THE 
SCHEDULING PROCESS

How many classroom teachers did the BTS 
Arts educator collaborate with at this school?

AVERAGE
PRINCIPALS

19

EDUCATORS
14

How many arts-related events did this school 
have as part of BTS Arts?

AVERAGEPRINCIPALS
3

EDUCATORS
2.9

For what period of this school year did the majority of students receive BTS Arts instruction?

STUDENTS RECEIVE BTS ARTS PROGRAMMING FOR LESS 
THAN THE ENTIRETY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR

STUDENTS RECEIVE BTS ARTS PROGRAMMING THROUGHOUT THE 
SCHOOL YEAR (SO ROUGHLY, FOR EIGHT TO NINE MONTHS)

Program Quality Outcomes

Of the students receiving BTS Arts, how frequently did the majority of them receive programming?

MORE THAN ONCE 
PER WEEK

ONCE PER WEEK EVERY OTHER WEEK ONCE A MONTH LESS THAN ONCE 
PER MONTH

For schools offering BTS Arts for less than the entirety of the school year, for what period of this school year did the majority of your 
students receive BTS Arts instruction?

LESSONS ARE NOT SCHEDULED ON A REGULAR SCHEDULE; 
TEACHERS SCHEDULE LESSONS WHEN IT FITS THEIR NEEDS

FOR 1-2 MONTHS 
(ONE QUARTER)

FOR 3 MONTHS 
(ONE TRIMESTER)

FOR 4-5 MONTHS (HALF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR, ONE SEMESTER)

FOR 6-7 MONTHS 
(TWO TRIMESTERS)

Which license best describes the BTS Arts educators’ qualifications?

PROFESSIONAL ELEMENTARY LICENSURE

ASSOCIATE SECONDARY LICENSURE

ASSOCIATE ELEMENTARY LICENSURE

LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY  
(LEA) SPECIFIC LICENSURE

PROFESSIONAL SECONDARY LICENSURE

NOT YET LICENSED

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

PRINCIPALS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

EDUCATORS

12%

6%

88%

66%

42% 5% 35%4%

22% 3% 3%

14%

11%

29% 29% 16% 26%

7%

49%

89%

71%

33% 19% 29%

5%

18%

19%

34% 3% 5% 3%

2%

00 5050

00 5050

00 2020

00 2020

EDUCATORS
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Program Improvements

While challenges are an inherent part of growth, this year has 
been defined by important progress and exciting milestones. 
For the first time in BTS Arts history, we experienced a waitlist 
of schools eager to participate, clear evidence that demand for 
arts integration now exceeds available funding. Although our 
goal remains to serve every interested school, this moment 
reflects a significant and encouraging shift in both awareness 
and value of arts education statewide.

In response to this increased demand, BTS Arts launched a 
pilot Artist-in-Residency program designed to expand access 
to arts-integrated learning experiences. This initiative has been 
particularly impactful for schools on the waitlist and for rural 
communities that may not yet have the capacity to implement 

the full BTS Arts model. Over the course of the year, more 
than 42 artist residencies brought high-quality arts integration 
experiences to students across Utah, from Bluff in San Juan 
County to the northernmost communities in Rich School 
District. These partnerships highlight the meaningful impact of 
arts learning, even through short-term engagement.

In addition, we introduced a BTS Arts Principal Cohort, 
recognizing the essential role of school leaders in fostering 
strong arts communities. Through professional learning, 
collaboration, and targeted grant support, participating 
principals are leading and sustaining arts integration efforts 
within their schools.

Visiting Artist Clar Amezcua taught 
students at Timpanogos Elementary 
about traditional piñata creation and use 
in Mexico and then directed students in 
creating their own small pinata.

Conclusion
We are proud of what the BTS Arts community has 
accomplished this year for K–6 students across Utah. At the 
same time, we remain committed to continuous improvement 
as we work to better serve our students, schools, families, and 
communities. These collective efforts reflect both the growing 
demand for and the transformative impact of BTS Arts. As 
always, the education and wellbeing of K–6 students remain at 
the center of our work, and we look forward to continuing this 
important progress in the years ahead.

Thank you for taking the time to review the BTS Arts Annual 
Report. For more information, please contact Jamie Workman 
(jamie.workman@schools.utah.gov) or any member of the BTS 
Arts administrative team listed below.

BTS Arts Administrative Team

Jamie Workman
USBE, BTS Arts Education Specialist
jamie.workman@schools.utah.gov 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions about BTS 
Arts, if I do not have the answer we will work together to get 
you the information you need. 

Lisa Cluff
AWFK, Executive Director
lisa@thesorensongroup.com 

Please reach out to me if you have questions about BTS Arts 
advocacy, as well as supporting or bringing BTS Arts into your 
school. 

Shanda Stenger
USBE, Arts & Wellness Coordinator
shanda.stenger@schools.utah.gov	

Liz Bunker 
USBE, K-12 Arts Education Specialist - POPS, Endorsements, 
Licensing
liz.bunker@schools.utah.gov 
Please reach out to me if you have any questions about 
licensing and endorsements.

Leslie Means
USBE, Executive Secretary
leslie.means@schools.utah.gov
Please reach out to me if you have general questions about 
BTS Arts.

Additional BTS Arts Supports
Program Coordinators, Professional Development Partners, 
and Coaches
To get in touch with this support group, please contact the BTS 
Arts administrative team.

Grant Manager and LEA Administrators
To get in touch with this support group, please contact the BTS 
Arts administrative team.

University Partners
Brigham Young University
Cally Flox, Endowed Chair
cally_flox@byu.edu 

Southern Utah University
Alisa Petersen, Endowed Chair
alisapetersen@suu.edu

University of Utah
Kelby McIntyre-Martinez, Endowed Chair
kelby.mcintyre@utah.edu 

Utah State University
Aurora Hughes Villa, Endowed Chair
aurora.villa@usu.edu 

Utah Tech University
Emily Pereira, Endowed Chair
emily.pereira@utahtech.edu 

Weber State University
Tamara Goldbogen, Endowed Chair
tamaragoldbogen@weber.edu 

Westminster University
Rebecca Penerosa, Endowed Chair
rpenerosa@westminstercollege.edu 
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